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«Shining
day»
cushion

Playful animals, birds, and
fish enjoy the sun in this
gorgeous hand embroidered
cushion. 40cm square
handloom cotton cover (from
a Gujarat artisans’ co-op).
Includes luxuIncludes luxury feather pad.

Visit
One Village
Worldshop
on the A44
in Woodstock
OX20 1TH

£33 complete. 
More cushion ideas online,
and at the shop, 
including coordinated
«Silvery night» cushion

Or collect and take home yourself
from our Worldshop in Woodstock

UK delivery
£3.50 per order.

 01608 811811
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This month’s page seven  
feature highlights how 
churches are tackling social 
justice. 

Around the 
Archdeaconries

God in the Life of a tropical 
diseases doctor - page 16

Bishop Colin’s Easter reflection 
The Door Way

Kemsing Down on the North Downs Way Photo by Sarah Meyrick. 

“I have come that 
they may have life, 
and have it to the 

full.” (John 10:10)
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A leap of faith in Cookham
NOT many people would have chosen to climb a 13 metre pole, scramble onto a three foot wide 
platform and then leap onto a trapeze to celebrate the Leap Year on Monday 29 February.
   But 75 people aged between eight and 60 did 
just that as part of Leap For Africa in Cookham, 
Berkshire. The event raised funds for  the Gende 
Tesfa Community in Ethiopia and the New 
Brainstorm School in Kampala supported by 
the charity Empower a Child. Holy Trinity School 
in Cookham has been raising money for the 
Gende Tesfa School, in a community affected 
by leprosy. Cookham Rise Primary School has 
formed a similar partnership with the New 
Brainstorm School, a school for street and 
poor children in desperate need of land and 
buildings to carry out its work.
   The schools got together with the Cookham 
Community Social Action Group led by the 
town’s Anglican and Methodist churches to 
carry out fundraising events under the banner 
of ‘Cookham Leaps for Africa’. Sarah Parfitt 
representing Holy Trinity School, and Lisa 
Peters and Richard Rhodes from Cookham 
Rise Primary School arranged the leap at the 
Longridge Activity Centre in Marlow. More than 

£1,000 
was 
raised.
   The 
leaping 
was not just confined to the pole. In the schools the pupils 
did star jumps in their playtime and the Cookhams Benefice 
priests, Father Nick Plant, the Revd David Joynes  and the Revd 
Jo Ellington leapt off a bench in the churchyard to show their 
support.
   All this was part of the wider mission of the Benefice of the 
Cookhams to foster its links with schools and the community 
and to make a difference in the lives of children. The Social 
Action Group founded by the local churches is one way of 
bringing local community resources together to further this 
aim. It is hoped that Leaping for Africa will now inspire other 
schools and churches to get involved and do their own ‘leaping’ 
for the children of Africa. See more pictures of this event  
on www.facebook.com/leap4africa and 
www.twitter.com/leap4africa.

The Dilley family from Holy Trinity CE Primary School 
with their Leap certificates. Left, the 13 metre pole at 
Longridge. Photos: Paulo Coll. 

Hundreds of new boots for refugees
A NEW charity launched by a Wokingham 
church music director is providing much-
needed footwear for refugees in Calais 
and Dunkirk. 
   Boots Without Borders, launched by 
Richard Smith, has already given out 380 
pairs of boots to refugees who were living 
in the camp with inadequate and worn 
out shoes.
    A YouTube video shows Richard and his 
team of volunteers handing out the boots 
to refugees. The volunteers first walked 
around the camps, identifying people who 
needed new shoes. Many refugees wear 
flip flops, or undersized trainers with the 
heels rolled down and are unsuitable for 
the outdoor conditions they are living in. 
   Richard, who is the music director at 
All Saints’ Wokingham, said: “The issue of 
footwear is a huge one - boots and shoes 
wear out quickly on the rough terrain of the camps, 
and a lot of the stuff that’s donated is either the 
wrong type/size or nearing the end of its life.  The 
demand is immense, and in our opinion the refugee 
crisis will not be solved quickly.”
   Around 40 people flocked to the inaugural Boots 
Without Borders meeting in Wokingham on 
5 March. “It was fantastic. There was great 
discussion that really helped shape our way 
forward, and it was great to be able to report back 
on the huge success of the project to the people 
who have helped so far.  

   “It was particularly nice to have so many church 
people there, as well as the Mayor of Wokingham 
Borough Cllr Parvinder Batth, and the Mayor 
of Wokingham Town Cllr Philip Mirfin, all of 
whom were very 
encouraging.”
   

For more see www.
bootswithoutborders.org.
uk   

A refugee ties the laces on their news boots in a screenshot 
from the latest Boots Without Borders YouTube video.  

The Chinnor Chocolate Challenge

EXPERT chocolatier Will Torrent gave a demonstration of his 
culinary skills combined with a talk on the theology of chocolate 
during the first ever Chinnor Chocolate Challenge. 

   A ‘Bake Off’ style contest raised £400 towards a Tearfund 
campaign to stop children being trafficked. Pictured above is 
Will, in the centre, with the winners of the competition. The Revd 
Maggie Thorne,  the Rector of Chinnor, organised the event. She 
said: “Will said really good things about chocolate and the Gospel 
and we challenged adults to make a seven inch chocolate cake, 
and children to make three cup cakes.” Photo: Chris Knight

The journey of life

SHOES representing the journey 
of life have been lining the path 
to St Mary’s, Hampton Poyle 
to create a Journey of Life art 
installation. 
   Congregation members were 

invited to leave any shoes, just 
as they are or painted, new or 
old, and/or with the name of a 
loved one or someone who has 
influenced their life. 
Photo by John Morris. 

Three days in Caversham

A poster and banner campaign in Caversham, Thameside and 
Mapledurham  highlights the realities of the Easter story. 
See www.ctmparish.org.uk/3days/
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Congratulations on 20 years of service

An egg for every child 

Explore ‘The Hope Within Us’ in Abingdon this May
by Charles Miller

Between Pentecost and Trinity 
Sunday (15 to 22 May 2016) the 
three congregations of the Parish 
of Abingdon-on-Thames will 

sponsor eight days of events with the title 
‘The Hope within Us’. Our title is inspired 
by a passage from 1 Peter:
   “Always be ready to make your defence to 
anyone who demands from you an account 
for the hope that is in you; yet do it with 
gentleness and respect.” (3.15; NRSV, alt.) 
   On the global political, economic 
and ecological stages there seem to be 
many people with little to hope for. Yet 
Christians remain people of hope. Why? 
Our eight days intend to explore, explain 
and celebrate ‘the hope within us’.
    St Nicolas’ Church will host a weekday 
lunch-time series where theologians 
who have dug deeply into the content of 
Christian believing, will explain those 
core aspects of faith. At other points 
broadcasters, journalists, authors, and 
philosophers will explore topical issues 
about, say, the Christian character of our 
national life, and what it means to be 
human.
   Music will abound at St Helen’s. The 
visual arts too will have a place: an icon-
writing studio for beginners will explain 
and explore the extraordinary world 
of Orthodox Christian iconography to 
its participants with experts from St 
Petersburg who are at the centre of the 
renewal of an ancient Christian art form.
   St Michael’s school for prayer will offer a 
chance to learn more about the foundation 
of a Christian prayer life as a Christian 
seeks to know God through Christ, and be 
known by God’s searching Spirit. That will 

include a brief opportunity for intentional 
communal prayer, and, toward the end 
of the eight days, a jubilant occasion of 
celebration with an evening service of Taizé 
praise.
   Children and adults will have a chance 
to join a pilgrimage into sacred space at 
St Helen’s to discover how architecture 
speaks to us of God and of our hope.

“Yet Christians remain 
people of hope.”

   The celebration reaches its climax with 
the former Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
Most Revd Dr Rowan Williams. He will 
talk about and read his own poetry on the 
Saturday evening before Trinity Sunday, 
and then, on Trinity Sunday itself (22 
May) he will preside and preach at our 
festival’s final celebration at St Helen’s.
    Two points should be made from a 
theological angle. First, the placement 
of the event between Pentecost and 
Trinity is intentional. This is a celebration 
of Trinitarian faith. The series on the 
Apostles’ Creed, ‘The Heart of our Hope’, 
gives a clue. Unlike the order of the creed’s 
text, the first talk is on the Holy Spirit. 
We begin, in other words, with that divine 
power which draws our gaze toward Jesus 
Christ. 
   With that strength and vision we look 
upon the Son and see him not just as 
a figure in history but as the Lord of 
history. We turn then to the Church and 
sacraments as the expression in time 
and space of his order:  as a community 
ordered around Jesus Christ as ‘the 
Way, the truth, and the Life’, and as a 
community celebrating the sacraments as 

actions of that same Lord. Finally we turn 
to the ‘Father’, but do so only through 
what we see in Jesus Christ, the face of 
the invisible God. Our celebration rightly 
reaches its climax on Trinity Sunday when 
we celebrate the sacred Three.
   Second, because of the link between 
hope and faith, this celebration seeks to 
present the Christian faith as a coherent 
whole. Of course the means vary, the aim 
is to enable somehow to see the rich inter-
connected field of Christian belief and 
practice. 
   A set of vestments, inspired by the style 
of former parishioner Pat Russell, who 

designed vestments in the 60s and 70s 
and designed by Wendy Hughes, are being 
created for the final service; their colour-
ways are inspired by Andrei Rubliev’s 
famous icon of the ‘Trinity’.
   Full programme details and related 
information will be available over time 
on http://sthelenabingdon.cloudaccess.
net/   For queries or questions e-mail: 
administrator@sthelen-abingdon.org.uk or 
call the Parish Office: 01235 520144.
   The Revd Charles Miller is the Team 
Rector of Abingdon-on-Thames.  

Anniversary celebration for Buckinghamshire charity
EDUCATION was brought for the first time 
to 500 children in Pakistan thanks to the 
work of Buckinghamshire based charity, 
Rope. 
   The schooling was received by youngsters 
from remote hill tribes, according to the 
Pakistani Rope partner, Sajjad, who spoke 
at the 25th anniversary thanksgiving 
service in Amersham last month. More 
than 150 Rope supporters were  joined on 
the day by Cheryl Gillan, MP for Amersham 
and Chesham, Steve Baker, MP for High 
Wycombe and Fiona Castle, widow of Roy 
Castle and a long-term supporter of Rope.  
   Rope was founded by the late local 
businessman Michael Wood and 
reaches thousands of marginalised and 
disadvantaged people living in poverty 
across the world.  Though he died in 2014, 
the work of Rope is still growing. Through 
a network of Christian partners, Rope 
has raised over £11 million and reaches 
disadvantaged people in 31 countries.  
     www.rope.org.uk 

During the service 42 candles were lit by charity supporters representing the 42 partners 
across the world. Photo: Rope

FLOWERS were presented to Rosemary 
Prior, who will be 90 this year and has 
recently stood down after 20 years as 
Secretary to the Didcot branch of the  St 
John’s Guild.
   The guild is an Anglican society which 
gives practical and spiritual support to 
people who are blind or partially sighted, 

and their friends. The Didcot Branch 
started in 1980 and Rosemary has been a 
member since 1987. For the last 20 years 
she has been the secretary and although 
she stood down at the recent AGM she is 
still an active member of the group.
   The Revd Josie Midwinter, Chaplain and 
Chairman, said: “All the members thanked    

Rosemary for her faithful service over the 
years. She will be 90 later this year so she 
took on the job when she was 70 – so you 
are never too old to get involved.”
   The Guild meets once a month at St 
Peter’s Church, Didcot and is always ready 
to welcome new members.
www.stjohnsguild.org/

THE congregations in Woodstock and 
Bladon have clubbed together to buy a 
Real Easter Egg for every primary school 
child in the villages. 
   The primary schools come to church 
several times a term for worship, and at 
this year’s Easter Services, they are in for 
a treat. “We’re always looking for new 
and imaginative ways to tell the Gospel 
stories,”  said  the Vicar,  the Revd Canon 
Adrian Daffern, “ I was so impressed by 
the redesign of the insert in the egg this 
year – a beautiful cross telling the Easter 
story – I thought it would be perfect.” 
   The Meaningful Chocolate company 
were so astonished by the size of the 
order, they got in touch with Adrian to 
check he really wanted 55 cases, which he 
did. 

The Most Revd Dr Rowan Williams, during his visit to the Diocese in 2011. Photo: KT Bruce. 
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MORSHEDA  
NEEDS YOU
ALL TO to pass  

a bucket  
around

Floods have destroyed Morsheda’s home again 

and again, forcing the family to flee. Once, as 

the rushing waters rose, she had to put one of 

her children in a cooking pot and cling to it as it 

floated down the river.

Change the story at caweek.org

the Door, April 2016, page 4
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MINDFULNESS practice is hugely popular these 
days. But what, the Revd Tim Stead asks, what does 
it have to offer Christianity? How might it help us 
to transform the way we manage stress and open 
up more completely to the promised ‘life in all its 
fullness’? 
   Tim, the Vicar of Holy Trinity, Headington Quarry 
and Area Dean of Cowley in Oxford, explores this 
in his brand new book Mindfulness and Christian 
Spirituality. 
   “The book on mindfulness that many of us have 
been waiting for! Tim Stead writes with disarming 
honesty for anyone seeking a fruitful and truthful 
way to live,” says the Rt Revd John Pritchard, the 
former Bishop of Oxford. ’
   Tim is an accredited mindfulness teacher with the 
Oxford Mindfulness Centre and teaches their eight 
week MBCT course as well as running mindfulness 
courses and retreats in parishes and for clergy. 
   The Door has three copies of Tim’s book to give 
away in this month’s prize draw. To be in with a 
chance of winning a copy, simply send your name and adress on a postcard to 
Church House Oxford, Langford Locks, Kidlington, Oxford OX5 1GF. (Please note the 
change of address.) The closing date for entries is Friday 8 April. 

Win a book

A MENTOR of George Orwell who is 
credited with ushering in a new brand of 
liberal journalism will be commemorated 
in an event at All Saint’s Church, Sutton 
Courtenay this month.
   David Astor, who was the editor of the 
Observer for 27 years, is the subject of 
a new biogoaphy by Jeremy Lewis, who 
edits The Oldie. David’s commemorative 
headstone is in the Sutton Courtenay 
churchyard, along with George Orwell’s 
grave, under his real name, Eric Arthur 
Blair.
   Jeremy Lewis will be talking about 
his book at the church on 23 April at 

noon. Tickets are £15 and the talk will 
be followed by a buffet lunch. They are 
available from Janet Knowles, 19 Lady 
Place, Sutton Courtenay, Oxon OX14 4FB. 
Telephone 01235 847903. Funds raised 
will go towards the church building fund. 

 

 The Church’s presence on Facebook can 
be found at www.facebook.com/pages/
All-Saints-Church-Sutton-Courtenay. 
All Saints’ is featured on one of the 
OxTrails- http://goo.gl/maps/u10hQ

A famous resident

A NEW series of eight free half-hour videos has been produced by the Prayer Book 
Society to guide those unfamiliar with The Book of Common Prayer when they need 
to conduct its most popular services. The films also will assist wedding planners, 
undertakers and others advising those arranging marriages and funerals.     
   The videos are expected to be welcomed by ordinands training in theological 
colleges as well as students of related subjects. They were launched at a fringe 
meeting of the General Synod in February.  
   They include guidance on Holy Communion, Morning Prayer (or Matins) and 
Evening Prayer (or Evensong) as well as baptism, marriage and funeral services. 
They are available to view on the Prayer Book Society’s website at www.pbs.org.uk/
videos

Prayer Book videos launched

How can chaplains 
and psychologists 
in sport provide 
a holistic service 

to athletes? Why do many 
premiership footballers cross 
themselves when they run 
on to the pitch, or point to 
the sky when they score a 
goal? Does religious belief 
impact upon psychological 
states, performance and 
athlete well-being? Should a 
Christian participate in, or 
watch, violent sports, such 
as, boxing or mixed-martial 
arts? What does the bible 
have to say on sports and play? 
   In order to address these questions, 
and many more, York St John University 
and Bible Society are collaborating in 
the development and delivery of the 
Inaugural Global Congress on Sports 
and Christianity which takes place 24-28 
August. Corruption within FIFA and the 
doping scandal that plagues modern-day 
athletics are among the ethical dilemmas 
to be discussed. A sport-themed public 
service will be held in York Minster, 
in which, ex-Premiership footballer 
(Portsmouth FC) and Founder of the 
charity, Faith in Football, Linvoy Primus 
MBE and ex-Paralympian, Anne-Wafula 
Strike MBE, will be interviewed.
    The Revd John Boyers, in his keynote 
address, will reflect on over 20 years’ 
experience as the Chaplain of Manchester 
United Football Club, under Sir Alex 
Ferguson, and more recently, the 

Dutchman, Louis Van Gaal. The Rt Revd 
Tony Porter, the recently commissioned 
“Sports Ambassador” for the Church of 
England, and ex-Manchester City Football 
Club chaplain, is also delivering a talk and 
is a member of the Bible Society Panel 
Event. 
   The Rt. Hon. Lord Mawhinney said: “This 
Conference is an excellent way to bring 
together the various practitioners and 
disciplines of sport and Christianity. The 
emphasis on the integrity of its enquiry 
should ensure that the Conference’s 
conclusions are taken seriously.” 

The first faith and sport congress

For further information see: http://
www.yorksj.ac.uk/igcsc and/
or email, the Convener, Dr Nick J. 

Watson: n.watson@yorksj.ac.uk

EVERYTHING from 
cheddar and chutneys 
to locally produced beer 
and cider will be on sale 
at the fourth Witney 
Festival of Food and 
Drink.
   There will be more 
than 70 stall holders 
and children will have 
their own dedicated 
tent with activities from 
sowing seeds to milking 
a cow and butter 
making. Award winning 
arable farmer James 
Price will be talking 
about where food comes 
from and story tellers 
will be on hand for 
those looking for some 
down-time. 
   The event happens at St Mary’s Church 
and on Church Green on Saturday 21 

May.  The entrance fee is £3 and children 
under 12 can get in free. See www.
witneyfoodfestival.co.uk. 

Foodie heaven in Witney

A vegetable stall-holder at the 2013 festival. Photo: Rosemary 
Harris. 

Action from the World Track Cycling Championships at the 
Lee Valley Velodrome in March. Photo: Jo Duckles. 

Resources

by Graham Sykes

I have had Kate Patterson’s book ‘The 
Promise of Blessing’ sitting on my desk 
and carried around in my bag for 
some time. I have dipped in and out 

of it on train journeys, on holiday and in 
odd moments of leisure. It is a book which 
demands reflection. Easter seemed like 
a good time to review it because, as the 
title suggests, it is all about God’s blessing 
and the fullness of life that comes post-
resurrection. 
   I confess that at first sight I feared it 
might be a bit ‘triumphalistic’ for me. I am 
glad to say I was wrong. I soon discovered 
that it has great depth as it explores the 
great Old Testament blessing given by 
Moses in Numbers 6:22-26 with which 
many people are familiar:
The Lord bless you and keep you
The Lord make his face shine on you
The Lord turns his face towards you
And give you peace.
   Kate Patterson explores the context of 
this blessing and the meaning of blessing 
in general. She has an easy writing style 
and roots her reflection in everyday life 
and experience whilst also exploring 
some very deep theological issues. I was 
encouraged that she does not shy away 

from the 
times of 
storm and 
turmoil in 
our lives 
when as 
she puts it 
‘we might 
think the 
Angels are 
on a coffee 
break’. The 
issues of the 
suffering 
of the 
world are 
addressed and there is a good section on 
forgiveness.
   This book is about the very nature of 
God and our relationship with him. It is a 
good book to take into retreat because it 
does ask us to reflect on our view of God 
and ourselves. 
   For preachers it is a rich mine of ideas 
about blessing, grace and forgiveness. 
For anyone exploring the issue of God’s 
blessing it is a good working tool to read 
alongside the many scriptural references 
that are used. It could be a quick read but 
I would recommend taking time over it, as 
I have, and allowing the rich insights and 
vibrant real life examples to inform a deep 
reflection on how and why God longs to 
bless us.
The Revd Graham Sykes is the Chaplain 
to the Bishop of Oxford and the Chair of 
the Door’s Editorial Support Group. 

The Promise of Blessing
Kate Patterson
Muddy Pearl
£7.99 
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I enclose a one-off gift of £
Please make cheques payble to Gilead Foundations

I would like to become a Partner
Please fill in this form

Any gift you give will be used for the work of Gilead 
Foundations. If you wish to restrict this for the building 
fund, please tick this box

Name

Name of your bank

Bank address
   

Postcode

Account No.

 

           Sort Code

Instruction to your bank: Please deduct £
from my account on (dd/mm/yy)        /        /      
Then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Gilead 
Foundations Account No: 05651441 Sort Code: 54-21-14
Nat West Bank, 40 Fore Street, Okehampton, EX20 1EY

Signed   Date

Tel: 01837 851240 Fax: 01837 851520 Email: admin@gilead.org.uk www.gilead.org.uk

Registered in England No: 2608644 Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No: 1002909

PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING GILEAD WITH A 
DONATION OR REGULAR MONTHLY GIVING.
If you have any questions about our work, please contact 
Lois Samuel on 01837 851240. If you have questions 
about making a larger donation or interest free loan to the 
ministry, please contact Chris Cole (Trustee) on 07957 
433973.
You can also visit www.gilead.org.uk to find out more 
about us and donate online.

I am a UK taxpayer and I agree to Gilead Foundations 
Charity (GFC) claiming tax on all past, present and future 
donations I make to the charity. Please treat my donations 
as Gift Aid donations. I confirm that I am paying or will pay 
an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax to cover 
the amount GFC and any other charities or Community 
Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) will reclaim for the tax year 
(6 April one year to 5 April the next year). Council Tax and 
VAT do not qualify towards Gift Aid. GFC will reclaim 25 
pence of tax for every £1 that has been given.

Signed    Date
Please add my details to the Gilead mailing list

Please return this form to Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton, EX20 3AJ

Organisation / company (if applicable)

Address

Title (Mr, Mrs, Rev, other) 

Over the last 25 years at 
Gilead we have established 
a strong family environment 
for our residential rehab 
community, at the same time 
developing professionally 
through ongoing training 
and the inclusion of quali� ed, 
skilled team members.

Love, faith, and hope are 
outworked through practical 
expertise every day of the 
year - this is a demanding 
and rewarding ministry with 
25 years of fruitfulness. 

Relapse prevention 
and long term 
recovery is Gilead’s 
goal
Our relapse prevention 
course, ‘Genesis Process’ 
deals with the root causes 
of addictive behaviour, 
healing wounds from early 
life experience and enabling 
people to take responsibility 
for their choices and 
behaviour. FORGIVING AND 
BEING FORGIVEN IS OFTEN 
A KEY TO RECOVERY. 

Developing a 
sustainable rehab 

Our working farm has 
25,000 free range egg-

laying chickens, a dairy 
herd, and all the usual 
farm machinery and 
administration – a healthy, 
productive environment 
for people to � nd hope and 
meaning in life again. 

The free-range egg 
production contributes 
quite well to our � nancial 
needs, but there is more 
therapeutic value than pro� t 
in our dairy farm. 

A growing need for 
more purpose built 
accommodation

We are now building 
the second of our three 
purpose-designed 
bungalows, Faith Lodge. It 
will become home for up to 
8 female students at a time, 
as well as house-parents 
and a support worker. 

The � rst bungalow, Grace 
Lodge, has had a huge 
impact on the wellbeing 
and rehabilitation of our 
male students, so we want 
to complete Faith Lodge as 
soon as possible.

“I think everyone has issues,” says 
Laura, “it just takes the right pressure to 
bring them out.” For Laura, that pressure 
came when she took on responsibility at 
Gilead, but let’s backtrack a little � rst. 

Laura grew up in a very stable, loving 
home. Her parents were involved in 
residential social care, working with young 
people. 

“I was a very happy child, enjoyed 
school, loved by my family,” says Laura. 
“I had no big problems as far as I was 
concerned, and certainly no intention of 
becoming a Christian when I went to a talk 
in Dundee Town Hall with my sister.

“The man speaking was Nicky Cruz, 
who was one of the founding team of 
Teen Challenge Christian rehab work. 
I remember feeling ‘I don’t need to be 
saved from anything’. I had no dilemmas 
or anything, and certainly no addictions.

“Then he made an altar call for anyone 
wanting to get right with God, and it was 
like a big � nger pointed at me from on 
high, ‘come in number four, your time is 
up’. It felt like my seat was burning and 
before I knew it I was up at the front giving 
my life to Jesus.”

Laura went on to complete her BA in 
Psychology and Sociology. A� er this, she 
spent a few years working with young 
people and residential care.

“I never quite felt I could do all I was able 
to do for them. I prayed ‘God, I want to 
work with people who want to change and 
who want to hear what I have to say about 
You.’ I guess He answered that prayer!”

In July 1996, Laura stayed at Gilead ‘just 
for a few days’ as a volunteer. She had long 
conversations about getting involved in the 
rehab; she went home to pray and think 
very carefully about it.

She did so, and in September 1996 she 
began life at Gilead on a 6 month stay as 
a volunteer. Her plans to travel the world 
a� er the 6 months went by the wayside. 
“I found my niche,” says Laura, “it was so 

fresh, and I was able to give loads into my 
work.”

However, the reality of living and 
working in community brought pressures 
that revealed weaknesses in her own 
character. “Within a month I found myself 
in tears in Ian Samuel’s o�  ce, and I knew I 
had issues a� er all. 

“You cannot pretend everything is OK 
and put on a smile at Gilead. The Students 
are really hard-core, they’ll spot that a 
mile away so there’s no pretending, you 
either get real or leave. You have to be 
very real about Jesus too, Christian jargon 
just doesn’t work with them.”

Laura has learned a lot about herself 
as well as her role in caring for people in 
recovery during the last twenty years. She 
has completed a second degree (in Social 
Work); and she now works 3 days a week 
for Social Services as well as two days at 
Gilead. 

So, why has Laura stayed with Gilead 
for so long? “It’s God’s plan for me,” is her 
simplest answer. “Also it’s really ful� lling. 
I can give really holistic help, including 
spiritual help, to people – I cannot do that 
fully in Social Work, even though I know 
that’s where I’m meant to be, too.”

Asked what advice she would give 
to anyone thinking of volunteering 
or considering a job at Gilead, she is 
encouraging and very realistic. “It’s great, 
rewarding and a safe haven, a place where 
you can be yourself with no pretence,” she 
says. “But pray – if you’re not called to it, 
don’t come, because you’ll leave at the 
� rst chance you get.”

If you want to � nd out more about 
volunteering and work opportunities at 
Gilead please email Lois.Samuel@gilead.
org.uk.

01837 851240 
www.gilead.org.uk

DIO0416

Laura’s 
Story

Giving Hope and Freedom for 25 years
PARTNER WITH US
Our founders, Ian and 
Bron Samuel, are still 
involved on a daily basis, 
as are their adult children. 
“Sometimes people say 
to us ‘Taking drugs is their 
own fault, why should we 
help?’” says Ian. “But the 
reality of nearly every 
person we see, is that the 
drugs or alcohol are used 
as an anaesthetic to numb 
pain caused by deeper root 
issues, such as a family or 
relationship breakdown. 

At Gilead we get them 
to take responsibility for 
their choices, but we also 
help them � nd healing 

for the pain which led to 
their addictions. That’s 
what people support. If we 
showed a picture of those 
people as children, going 
through hardship, we’d 
have no problem raising 
funds. But that’s the 
‘invisible’ reality of what’s 
going on inside them.”

Please consider 
partnerting with Gilead: 

• To become a regular 
monthly � nancial 
Partner, or to donate 
towards building Faith 
Lodge, please use the 
reply form or contact us.

• To become a prayer 
partner, please contact 
admin@gilead.org.uk, 
or 01837 851240.

• To arrange a visit, 
to � nd out about 
becoming a volunteer 
or worker, or to talk 
with someone about 
the work of Gilead, 
please contact lois.
samuel@gilead.org.uk, 
or 01837 851240.

You can also donate 
and sign up as a prayer 
partner at www.gilead.
org.uk – Thank you!“The work therapy 

and training 
helped to stabilise 
and train me for 
life outside. I never 
thought I would 
be happy living a 
‘normal’ life – but 
I am! 

– Pam, former 
Student, free from 

drug addiciton

Grace Lodge

Laura and her dog Zack

the Door, April 2016, page 6
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Staying in 
credit

THE Blackbird Leys 
Credit Union, 
which  started its 
life in the Church 

of the Holy Family on 
the Oxford estate,  needs 
to merge with a larger 
organisation to continue to 
be viable.  The union prides 
itself on offering a local, 
over-the-counter service to 
people who may not have 
access to commercial banks. 
   Jim Hewitt, the treasurer, said: “There 
are all kinds of obstacles to using the 
facilities that banks offer and there is still 
a great need for people to have a local place 
where they can take their savings. They 
need a local place for cashing cheques and 
getting wages and benefits payments.”
   In 2013 the Door reported that BBLU 
had considered merging with the larger 
Oxfordshire Credit Union. Since then 
members voted against the proposal.  
   At the same time Jim says the BBLU had, 
for a time, been finding it hard to provide 
services that did not involve making any 
profit, like cashing benefits cheques, 
because savings invested in the union were 
earning very little interest. 
“We had to change our procedures to 
make sure we weren’t carrying on with an 
uncertain level of bad debt,” says Jim.  “We 
are now in a position to offer loans again, 
but because we no longer have funding 

from the city council, we need to merge 
with a larger credit union to be viable over 
the long term. We have strong links with 
the church and the vicar has expressed 
an interest in forging stronger links with 
the credit union. That is part of our ethos 
of being strongly linked to a range of 
community organisations. We also have a 
strong link with the Catholic Church. 
    The Vicar, the Revd Heather Carter, said: 
“I would indeed be glad if the Credit Union 
was more formally linked with Holy Family 
again. It started in our hall. If it were ever 
possible, I would be glad to have it back ‘in 
house’.”

In South Reading, two parts of one 
parish are in the bottom 10 per cent 
of the UK deprivation indices. Church 
goers are working hard to help the 

families worst affected. Vernon Orr, the 
Vicar of St Agnes with St Paul and St 
Barnabas, said that with other churches 
they deliver food parcels each week on 
behalf of Readifood, the Christian Food 
Bank. 

   Vernon said: “At harvest local schools 
gave us a lot of food, some of which we 
retain and from time to time we are made 
aware of families in crisis and are able to 
provide for them, or a parent might come 
to the vicarage door.” At Christmas the 
Lions Club has donated food vouchers 
for big supermarkets to pass on to poorer 
families. Toys had been donated for 
children whose parents may not be able to 
afford a stocking full of presents. 
   Vernon said: “During the year we put on 
family and community events including 
our New Year Community Banquet and 
St George’s Day Curry Banquet where we 
charge £1 a head for a two course cooked 
meal and most of our events for the 
community are free. The biggest event of 
the year is the South Reading Churches 
Fun Day which gets up to 5,000 local 
people and everything is free – the food 
the drink and the rides and activities.”      

“There are different kinds 
of poverty...”

   He added: “There are different kinds 
of poverty and this is just one: material 

poverty. All the different kinds 
including this plus aspirational, 
relational, and spiritual poverty 
are addressed by the good news of 
Jesus. Our dream is that as we see 
God’s Kingdom being established 
here, we would be aiming to play 
our part in the elimination of 
systemic poverty.”          

Similarly at St Matthew’s 
Church in Reading, 
children and families are 
supported with holiday 

clubs and, where needed, 
signposted to the relevant 
agencies to get help and support.
   The church is in the middle of a council 
estate where the vicar, the Revd Pads 
Dolphin, said many families had fallen foul 
of benefits sanctions and the bedroom tax 
and struggled to have enough money for 
day-to-day essentials. The cost of holiday 
clubs is kept at just £2 per day. 
   Pads said “We charge as little as we 
possibly can, knowing it costs us a lot 
more to put them on, but we don’t want to 
exclude anyone. We have half term holiday 
clubs with 150 children every day, with 

some of their parents and older children 
on the team, some of them from poorer 
backgrounds.” Pads told the story of a 
family of five who knocked on his door 
unable to put food on the table. “It doesn’t 
happen every day but it’s not uncommon 
and you hear more and more about 
families in this kind of trouble. They were 
sleeping on the floor of someone’s flat and 
couldn’t find accommodation through the 
council.”  The Church provided emergency 
food supplies and contacted the Reading 
Food Bank to arrange for food supplies for 
the people and to put them in touch with a 
Christian advocacy organisation. 

Around the Archdeaconries - social outreach
AFTER three years of Around 
the Deaneries, during which the 
Door ran a full page feature on 
every Deanery in the Diocese, 
we are now changing our 
emphasis to focus on our four 
Archdeaconries. Inspired by the 
Archdeaconry Plans this time, 
the page will feature a range 
of stories each month from 
across the Archdeaconries on a 
particular theme. 

Buckingham

Nick Hance MBE on the 
experience of volunteering at 
the Late Night Street Café in 
Witney. 

Shortly after moving to Witney, two 
years ago, I was asked if I would 
take charge of the Late Night Street 
Café. My initial reaction was to 

decline the invitation!  My background 
was as a nuclear physicist working at 
Harwell and my churchmanship was 
rather staid and conventional CofE!  The 
idea that I should dispense coffee to late 
night revellers and engage in pavement 
evangelism frightened me silly!
   However I reluctantly agreed to see how 
four Christians operated the Late Night 
Street Café. I had been there for only five 
minutes when a young woman came up 
to me and asked if I was a Christian.  “I’ve 
got a degree in Physics” she said, “but my 
parents brought me up as a Jehovah’s 
Witness; but I’ve been thinking about 
my faith and I have questions about the 
Fatherhood and nature of God.” 
   We spent the next 45 minutes having 
a deep conversation, using scientific 

language, and I told her that God loved her 
so much that he came to earth as a human 
being and died for her on the cross.  He 
knew exactly why she was confused but He 
did not judge her.  She was delighted with 
my response. 

“...God had used my 
scientific background to 
evangelise...”

   Then a young man arrived who tipsily 
introduced himself as ‘Mr Television’.  He 
said he was the grandson of John Logie 
Baird – the inventor of the television. I 
asked if he knew where his grandfather’s 
workshop was. No, he didn’t but I knew 
it was in Hastings - because I once 
lived there.  I told him exactly where he 
invented the television and said that there 
was a brass plaque in a shopping arcade 
dedicated to his grandfather.  
   I realised that God had used my scientific 
background to evangelise to two people 
in one evening and that I had enjoyed the 
encounters.   I could ‘do’ evangelism!”   

The Lantern
AS the Door was going to press the Lantern Church in Marlow Bottom was preparing to 
take its Sunday service out into the community.
   As well as 20 minutes of worship, the congregation was set to do litter picking, clear 
the ponds at the village school, deliver flowers to people in sheltered housing and 
prepare a lunch for the whole church family on Palm Sunday.
   The events have been inspired by the Sermon on the Mount, especially  
Matthew 5:16  “In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see 
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”
   The Lantern was launched on Mothering Sunday 2015 as a monthly gathering 
alternating between St Mary the Virgin, Marlow Bottom and the village’s Methodist 
Chapel. It is run by husband and wife team, the Revds Graham and Sami Watts, who 
are jointly Team Vicars at St Mary’s.
   The Lantern attracts 60 to 80 people to its monthly services. Recently, they started a 
new, second Lantern event with groups for children. A mum’s Bible study group and a 
‘Pint and a Ponder’ group at the pub are also part of the Lantern. 

Berkshire

The Archdeaconry plans
THE Archdeaconry Mission Action Plans outline the priorities and vision for our four 
Archdeaconries, Oxfordshire, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Dorchester. A video, 
highlighting how some of the themes are bearing fruit, is on the diocesan website 
here: www.oxford.anglican.org/video-shows-archdeaconry-plans-are-bearing-
fruit/

Archbishop of Canterbury signs credit union application at 
fringe meeting at York General Synod in 2013. Photo: Keith 
Blundy / Aegies Associates

Dorchester
Pavement evangelism

Oxford

For more on the Oxfordshire Credit 
Union, which Bishop Colin joined in 
2013,  see www.oxford.anglican.
org/oxfordshirecreditunion.
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8 ‘All the world’s a stage’
“ALL the world’s a stage” was 
the theme for the 2016 Bloxham 
Festival of Faith and Literature, 
marking the 400th anniversary 
of the birth of William 
Shakespeare.

The Festival – which takes place in 
the north Oxfordshire village of 
Bloxham, just outside Banbury - 
was the fourth and the biggest yet. 

The brainchild of Sir Tony Baldry, former 
Second Church Estates Commissioner and 
until recently MP for north Oxfordshire, the 
festival started in 2011 in St Mary’s Church, 
and has since expanded at a rapid rate. This 
year saw a programme of 31 events, and 
sales of around 2,400 tickets. 
   The Bloxham Festival, which was 
sponsored this year by Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon and publisher SPCK for the 
first time, as well as the Church Times, is a 
literary festival with a theological slant. 
   Speakers included the TV historian 
Michael Wood whose acclaimed series on 
China was recently on BBC Two. Professor 
Wood shared a stage with another 
distinguished Professor - Stanley Wells, 
a world famous expert on Shakespeare, 
talking about Shakespeare’s friends, family, 
his neighbours and rivals. 
   Other  speakers included the novelist 
Salley Vickers (author of Miss Garnet’s 
Angel and The Cleaner of Chartres, amongst 
other titles); broadcaster and former 
Communard the Revd Richard Coles, who 
presents Saturday Live on BBC Radio 4, 
and the retired judge, Baroness Elizabeth 
Butler-Sloss. While some of the sessions 
had a distinctly Shakespearean flavour, 
others simply addressed big themes that 
were reflected in his plays, such as mercy, 
forgiveness and love.  
   An episode of the BBC Radio 4 
programme, Beyond Belief, which examines 
the place of faith in today’s world, was 
recorded in front of a live Festival audience.
   A number of the speakers were local, 
including Canon David Winter, who spoke 
about his latest book, At the End of the Day: 
Enjoying Life in the Departure Lounge, and 
Archdeacon Martin, who led a walking tour 
around Stratford-upon-Avon, where he was 
previously the Vicar. Other familiar faces 
included the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, the 
former Bishop of Reading, who spoke about 
the Psalms, Bishop John, who chaired a 
number of sessions, the Very Revd Prof 
Martyn Percy, the Dean of Christ Church, 
and the Revd Canon Angela Tilby.  

   On the Saturday evening audiences had 
the chance to enjoy performances by local 
favourites, the North Cotswold Chamber 
Choir, and the Shakespeare Revue Company, 
who presented their show An Actor’s Life 
to great acclaim. The Sunday included a 
Festival Eucharist, tea and Songs of Praise 
at St Mary’s Church.  

   Sarah Meyrick, the Festival Director, said: 
“We had a really varied programme this 
year, and I think it was our best yet.    
   “The Festival owes a great debt to the 
parishioners at St Mary’s who work so hard 
to support the Festival by selling tickets, 
providing stewards and even hosting 
speakers in their homes.“

Clockwise from top: Bloxham School, Festival audience; the Revd Dr Paul Edmondson,  Head of 
Research and Knowledge for The Shakespeare Birthplace Trust; Bishop John and Canon Dr Ed Newell 
at the Festival Eucharist; Francis Spufford and Canon Dr Judith Maltby; Revd Dr Malcolm Guite, poet;
William Crawley and Professor Francesca Stavrakopoulou at a recording of BBC Radio 4’s Beyond 
Belief; former member of the Communards, the Revd Richard Coles; members of the Shakespeare 
Revue Company. Photos: KT Bruce. 

If you, or someone 
you know would like 

more information about 
Gilead or would like to 
make an application, 

please contact:  
Laura Alm   

Tel: 01837 851240 
Fax: 01837 851520 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk

www.gilead.org.uk

Gilead Foundations 
is a Therapeutic 
Community, 

Based on a 300  
acre dairy farm in  
rural Devon, Gilead 
uses the Genesis 
Process Relapse 
Prevention programme 
with our clients. 

offering a residential 
rehabilitation 
programme, called 
KEY, for people 
with life-controlling 
addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol 
abuse, homelessness, 
gambling, eating 
disorders, self harm, 
and other addictive 
behaviours. 
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Listen to Share Radio 
to help you decide 
shareradio.co.uk

Retune your DAB digital radio 
to Share Radio or download  
the Share Radio App

Money makes the 
world go round 
...does it?

radio
sharing ideas about money

enhancing church interiors
Ronald Emett fine furniture 

01308 868025
 www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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There is none like you, O Lord, 
and there is no God besides you, 
according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 

1Ch 17:20 (ESV)



Advertisement Feature

*Based on personal Contract Hire (PCH) payment profile 9+47. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee/indemnity 
may be required. We can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers. We may receive a commission from them for the introduction.

UP TO 4,000 USED CARS PRICE CHECKED DAILY, COMPREHENSIVELY CHECKED & FULLY GUARANTEED

PART
EXCHANGE
WELCOME

FULL 
HISTORY 
CHECK

FLEXIBLE 
FINANCE 
AVAILABLE

NATIONWIDE 
DELIVERY TO 
YOUR DOOR

BRAND NEW 
CARS AVAILABLE
ALL MAKES

NISSAN JUKE 1.5 
DCi ACENTA 5DR

£165.99
PER MONTH*

48 MONTHS (9+47)

BRAND NEW

John Kenway

CUSTOMER SERVICE
EXCELLENT

CALL 0845 122 6910
AUTOSAVE.CO.UK

AUTOSAVE... SERVING THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY FOR OVER 35 YEARS

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.7 CDTi 
ECOFLEX (110) 5DR BLUE 41K

12 REG

ONLY £6799
CITROEN C1  
1.0i VTR 3DR RED 20K

62 REG

ONLY £4299
NISSAN NOTE 1.6 TEKNA  
AUTO 5DR BLACK 55K

10 REG

ONLY £5318

ST. MARY’S CONVENT
WANTAGE

St Mary’s Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and fl exible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats.  Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays.
Theological Library may be 
available on request.

For further details please contact:
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, OX12 9DJ
Tel: 01235 763141
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk
www.csmv.co.uk

The Hope within Us

May 16th – 22nd 2016

Monday, May 16th at 7.30 pm

The Choir of Keble College in concert: Duruflé’s Requiem & Anthems of Mary

Tuesday, May 17th at 7.30 pm

Keith Ward on what it means to be human: 

Thursday, May 19th at 7.30 pm

TAIZÉ Prayer & Praise around the Cross

Friday, May 20th at 7.30 pm

Most Revd Dr Rowan Williams

in : ‘Rise heart’ – Saturday, May 21st at 7.30 pm

Presiding & Preaching on TRINITY SUNDAY, May 22nd at 10 am

~

~

~

and Monday through Friday

Praying into Our Hope (School of Prayer) with Sister Gina, CSF

The Heart of Our Hope (Explaining the Apostles’ Creed) with Fr James Hanvey, SJ, Dr 
Mary Marshall, Prof Paul Fiddes, The Revd Douglas Dales, and Prof John Barton

 with Philip Davydov & 
Olga Shalamova (St Petersburg Sacred Murals Studio)

 For full programme details go to www.sthelens‐abingdon.org.uk

Or telephone the Parish Office for a programme brochure: 01235 520144.

the Door, April 2016, page 10
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One hundred years of history

When vital refurbishments and 
improvements are made to 
churches our Diocean Advisory 
Committee (DAC) oversees 
the plans to  make sure they 
are carried out well. Last year 
alone the small DAC team dealt 
with more than 600 formal 
applications, more than in 
any other English diocese.  On 
its 100th anniversary, Natalie 
Merry and Kirsten Claiden-
Yardley tell its story. 

In the April 1916 edition of the Oxford 
Diocesan Magazine, (the predecessor 
to the Door) Charles Gore, the then 
Bishop of Oxford, wrote of the wave 

of memorials that he expected after the 
war. He was concerned about the challenge 
of balancing the excellent motives behind 
such memorials with consideration for 
the appearance of the historic buildings 
in which they would be placed. As the 
Chancellor was not expected to investigate 
questions of art when granting faculties, 
the Bishop announced that he was setting 
up a committee to give advice on the 
matter. His lead was followed shortly after 
by several other dioceses.
   The first committee members were 
Canons Ottley and Herbert Barnett, 
Revds F J Brown, Sydney Cooper and 
W C Emeris, Mr Norris and Mr Garry 
who stood ready to give advice and visit 
churches if necessary. By the end of the 
year, they had been joined by Rev E M 
Blackie, Mr St John Hornby, Mr Matheson 
and Sir Cecil Harcourt-Smith, director of 
the Victoria and Albert museum. They 
issued a number of recommendations 
for war memorials, stating that any 
work should be “the best of its kind” and 
that local materials were preferred – a 
manifesto for good craftsmanship that the 
DAC continues to echo to this day. 

The need for more powers
   Despite the best efforts of the 
committee, their progress was limited. 
In October 1918 they held their fourth 
meeting and reported that many 
designs were being submitted after the 
work had been completed. They also 
felt that the Chancellor did not always 
have a favourable attitude towards the 
committee. It was agreed that they would 
write to the Bishop and explain that, 
without fuller powers, it would be difficult 
to continue their work. The outcome was 
an agreement that all proposals for war 

memorials would be sent to the Committee 
before being returned to the Diocesan 
Registrar. In 1920 the committee asked the 
Bishop to extend its remit to all faculties, 
a model that had already been adopted 
by the Peterborough diocese. Then, in 
1927, they took on the responsibilities 
of the Church Buildings Committee 
for examining proposed restorations, 
extensions and new churches. The position 
of the committee was fixed in law in 
1938 when every diocese was required to 
appoint an Advisory Committee. It was at 
this point that the archdeacons became 
ex-officio members.

Second World War
   In 1939, with Britain once more at war 
again, the committee found themselves 
advising on the safe storage of stained 
glass windows and receiving official 
guidance on the preservation of church 
treasures in times of war. Much of their 
work was hampered by the nationwide 
petrol shortage limiting the visits they 
were able to make. Despite this, routine 
casework continued and many of the 
applications they received will be familiar 
to parishes today. Requests for advice on 
the repair of plasterwork sat alongside 
surprisingly modern-sounding applications 
to remove pews, install heating, update 
electrical lighting and create a children’s 
corner. DAC members included some of 
the finest artistic and architectural minds 
of their day, including the artist John Piper 
and Sir John Betjeman. 
   Throughout the second half of the 
twentieth century the number of 
applications expanded, driven by a demand 
for modern facilities and flexible worship. 
The committee also began to turn to 
specialists for advice on more technically 
complicated proposals, including 
archaeology, bells and organs. Today the 
committee consists of 19 members, a 
mixture of ordained and lay, supported by 
three members of staff and five advisers.    
   It reviewed over 600 formal applications 
in 2015, more than any other English 
diocese, and made 136 visits. New faculty 
rules and a new online application system 
were introduced at the start of 2016 which 
aim to make it quicker to get a faculty, and 

reduce the number of circumstances in 
which one is required by delegating certain 
matters to the archdeacons. However, as 
the way in which we work continues to 
evolve we hope that we will never lose 
sight of the importance of supporting 
and facilitating the crucial work done 
by parishes to conserve and develop our 
churches so that they can be worshipped in 
and enjoyed by future generations. 
Natalie Merry is Secretary to the DAC. 
Kirsten Claiden-Yardley is the Assistant 
Church Buildings Officer. 

Did you know?
The novel Murder at the College 
by Rev Victor Whitchurch is based 
around a murder at a meeting of 
the (thinly disguised!) Oxford DAC, 
centred around a rejected stained 
glass window design.
One of the earliest surviving faculty 
applications in the Oxford diocese 
is a request by Jane Harris to erect 
a gallery at Woodstock St Mary 
Magdalene in 1676. 340 years later 
the parish is once again embarking 
on a reordering to meet the needs of 
its 21st century congregation.

Artists’ impressions

THE benefit of having artists like John 
Piper on the DAC in the age before 
digital photography  was that they 
could sketch what they had seen 
on a site visit to show the rest of the 
committee. This is Piper’s rapid sketch 
of the pulpit at Ewelme, done in the 
meeting from memory whilst the 
committee considered the potential 
removal of it. The removal didn’t go 
ahead and you can still see it at the 
church today.  

‘Catastrophic’ roof collapse averted
AT least £60,000 is still needed 
for vital roof repairs at St Mary’s, 
Banbury. Last year the discovery of 
the damage and the swift action of 
the PCC prevented a catastrophic 
collapse at the 18th Century Grade 
1 listed church which is on Historic 
England’s Heritage at Risk register. 
   A £100,000 Listed Places of Worship 
Roof Repair Grant was received for 
the first phase of repairs to the vestry 
roof. A further £23,000 has been 
raised from gifts, grants and fabric 
funds.  The repairs are one of the 
many projects that are supported by 
the Diocesan Advisory Committee in 
terms of getting a Faculty to ensure 
the historic character of the building is not harmed. When the appeal for extra 
funds was launched last month, the story hit the headlines in the Oxford Mail and 
on Radio Oxford. 
    A temporary over-roof was erected in December 2015 allowing the repair team 
to remove the existing coverings and inspect the gutter linings and timberwork. 
    Camilla Finlay, the Churchwarden, said: “Unfortunately, the damage found to 
the timberwork is far worse than originally anticipated and we have realised 
that the work could pose a threat to the organ, so that must be dismantled for 
protection.
   “With scaffolding costing more than £1,000 a week, the overall costs of the 
scheme are not known and are increasing with time. The PCC is initiating an 
emergency appeal for an additional £60,000 to ensure that we can complete the 
essential work on site to stabilise the roof structure, recover the roof, repair the 
rainwater disposal system and associated high-level masonry and protect the 
organ,” she added.  
   For more information contact St Mary’s Church Office on 01295 253329. To 
make a donation text STMB14 followed by a £ and the amount you would 
like to give in pounds to 70070 and answer yes if you are able to use Gift Aid. 

The historic weathervane is re-installed at All Saints, Boyne Hill, Maidenhead. Photo: Natalie 
Merry. 
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Build your 
business 
on a fi rm 
foundation!

Design • Marketing • Advertising • Print

foundation!

LET US HELP 

YOU GET 

YOUR PRINT 

MARKETING 

CAMPAIGN
OFF THE 

GROUND

CALL US – 01752 225623

www.cornerstonevision.com

Cornerstone Vision, 28 Old Park Rd, Peverell, Plymouth, PL3 4PY

Through our professional design and print service we can help you make your marketing campaign stand out from the crowd. 
We also offer advertising in national and regional Christian newspapers and magazines. Please ask for details.
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Wednesday 11 May 2016
Vintners’ Hall, London EC4V 3BG | 10am – 4pm

5th LBMW Annual  
Schools Conference
“It will be a long time” - building  
the new settlement between  
Church and State

 Speakers include:
The Rt Hon Charles Clarke, former 
Secretary of State for Education

Dr Tim Coulson, Regional Schools 
Commissioner

The Rt Revd Alan Wilson, the Bishop  
of Buckingham

Mark Craig, Director of Communications  
at BMS World Mission

Anne Davey, Oxford Diocesan Director  
of Education

Howard Dellar, Partner at LBMW 

Tricia Pritchard, Education Consultant 
 at LBMW

David Whittington, Education Consultant 
at LBMW

To book places please contact: Sarah Neden, 
Lee Bolton Monier-Williams, 1 The Sanctuary, Westminster, London SW1p 3JT
Tel: +44 (0)20 7222 5381     education@lbmw.com     www.lbmw.com

What are you valued for?
Wednesday 4 May from 7.30-9.00pm

Waddesdon CofE School, School Lane, Waddesdon, 
Aylesbury  HP18 0LQ

What is the role of governors in ensuring the distinctive nature of church schools 
in terms of values, culture and school identity? How does that fit within the 

context of the complexities and pressures brought about by national educational 
priorities and current cultural and social trends? 

In this session, RIGHT members and guests will be able to hear from and 
debate these issues with Peter Norman, Headteacher at 

Waddesdon CofE School.

We’d love to see you!

To book your place (free to RIGHT Programme members), just
email tracy.richardson@oxford.anglican.org or call 01865 208242

– refreshments provided!

Advance notice - the next RIGHT Programme event is
'Visionary Governance' - Baroness Estelle Morris

7.30-9.00pm, 5 July 2016, Regency Park Hotel, Thatcham, Newbury RG18 3RP
  A RIGHT Programme Thinking event

The RIGHT Programme is the Diocese of Oxford’s development 
network for Chairs of Governors of our Church Schools

Across 2015/16, the Programme offers members the opportunity to meet 
together to discuss and share good practice (through Sharing Events) while 

also hearing from and debating with key thinkers and leaders of today’s 
educational landscape (through Thinking Events)

Full details of the programme of events are available to members on 
the RIGHT Programme website:

www.rightprogrammeoxford.org

The next RIGHT Programme event is

Do you know a boy with musical 
potential who dreams of 

becoming a Cathedral Chorister?
There is still time 
to apply for this 

September’s Year 4. 
The substantial subsidy makes 
this an affordable opportunity 

for many families.
To arrange a voice trial, please 

contact Clare James on 
01865 242561 or at

registrar@cccs.org.uk 
www.cccs.org.uk

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL SCHOOL
A World-Class Choir School in the Heart of Oxford

the Door, April 2016, page 13



Advertisement Feature

Who Cares………
Who cares for the elderly, the infirm or those less  
able to communicate with the outside world, amongst  
many others?

Paterson Health and Social Care currently has many  
opportunities for health and social care workers in both support  
and care roles. Whether ad hoc shifts to suit your lifestyle or full-time  
work, we can help you to find a rewarding role working in people’s  
homes, nursing homes or in the community supporting people with  
learning disabilities or challenging behaviour. 

Experience is preferred but most importantly we need  
people who care.

Excellent pay rates, weekly pay,  
free induction training, Free DBS *
*conditions apply

Call us now on: 0800 999 3314 or  
visit: www.paterson-healthcare.co.uk 
to register with us

as We mArK 160 yeArs Of cElebRatiNg sEafaRers 

all oveR thE woRld, who worK tiReleSsly to BrinG 
us GoodS we relY on eveRy dAy

10 juLy 2016

www.missiontoseafarers.org  |          @FlyingAngelNews  |          themissiontoseafarers

www.justgiving.com/themissiontoseafarers

Registered charity no: 1123613

You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 
of 30,000, at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 

audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 

High Wycombe and Milton Keynes.  
We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 

newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 170,000.

To � nd out more, contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com

TD

BE 
KNOWN

Novel 
available 

on Amazon
★ ★ ★ ★ ★
fi ve star reviews 
on amazon.co.uk57

You’ve got 
to EXIT 
to ENTER
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Resurrection - when the 
rubber hits the road

Recently someone asked 
me what the resurrection 
of Jesus meant in my life. 
She didn’t want to hear 

an apologetic but was asking what 
happens when the rubber hits the 
road. For me the resurrection of 
Jesus goes beyond a simple belief. 
It is part of my personal experience and transforms the 
way I live.     
   While I do not relish the process of death I do not fear 
the consequences. If, as I believe, this life is not the end 
and that the way that I live has consequences in the life 
beyond, it makes all my decision making different. I am 
also ever conscious that Easter cannot avoid the Good 
Friday experience when all seems shrouded in darkness 
and hopelessness. Without Good Friday there is no 
resurrection. 
   I see resurrection in people’s lives when they have hit 
rock bottom and think there is no way up. I see them when 
all they have is a Good Friday experience. Then, when the 
love of God for them is demonstrated through the Church, 
they recover from the impossibility of their situations. It 
may be a bereavement or a terminal illness. I have worked 
with survivors of abuse and seen their liberation. I have 
worked with drug addicts and seen lives transformed. I 
was a locum in a hospice where I saw people facing what 
they thought was an imminent and painful death. I saw 
many patients have unexpected remissions and a whole 
new quality of life. I described the hospice as a place of 
resurrection.

For me each day is a resurrection 
experience....

   On a personal level I am a survivor of invasive breast 
cancer, which is rare in a male. The prognosis was not 
good. I did all sorts of things to ‘put my house in order’ 
sorting out wills and funeral plans. I also had to do a lot 
of spiritual work for there were people who caused me 
deep stress, which may have been the catalyst for the 
cancer. I needed to learn forgiveness and that was a very 
painful Good Friday journey. As my treatment progressed 
through a full mastectomy, chemotherapy, radiotherapy 
and hormone therapy, I found that, as my body healed so 
did my spirit and forgiveness came, liberating me from the 
life-damaging stress I had experienced. For me each day is 
a resurrection experience because I have had eight years of 
life that are in some ways an unexpected bonus.   
   There is no doubt that the Good Friday experience 
dominates many lives with so much suffering in the world.
The turmoil of the Middle East and the threat of global 
terrorism cast a darkness over the world and suck the 
hope from our souls. I guess that for Jesus, on the cross, 
in his full humanity, it must have been hard to ‘keep the 
faith’ and we hear it in his words of desolation ‘My God, 
My God why have you forsaken me.’ There are all kinds of 
theories about what actually happened on the cross, but 
in reality it is a mystery. What we do know is that Jesus’s 
death led to conquest over death and his resurrection 
with the promise of new life, and eternal life, to all who 
follow him. We are called to be an Easter people living the 
hope of the resurrection, living in its life and allowing the 
resurrection to transform every aspect of our lives.

The Revd Graham Sykes is the Chaplain to the Bishop of 
Oxford and the Chair of the Door’s Editorial Support 
Group. 

Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters at 
the Door, Church House Oxford, Langford Locks, Kidlington, Oxford OX5 1GF. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. 
Letters sent electronically will be more likely to be published. Letters should be no more than 300 words.

Becoming Episcopalian? What a brilliant idea
Daniel Emlyn-Jones asks, “Can UK Anglican churches 
have the option of becoming Episcopalian?” (The Door, 
March 2016). What a brilliant idea. Then those of us 
who adhere to ‘the faith once delivered to the saints’ 
can get on with re-evangelising the nation without the 
distraction of constant attempts by ‘Episcopalians’ to 
change the doctrine and discipline of the Church with 
regard to marriage and sexuality.
   I for one, would be very happy for the ‘Episcopalians’ 
to take their buildings and their funds with them, and 
they could take some of the bishops too!
   As Mr Emlyn-Jones says, “There are far worse things 
than disunity.” One of them is this constant squabbling 
within the Church and the endless fudges that our 
archbishops try to invent.
   Christian unity means nothing unless it is unity with 

and in Christ. Here and now that means unity with and 
in Christ who said, “In the beginning God made them 
male and female and for this reason a man shall leave 
his father and mother and be joined to his wife and they 
shall become one flesh.’  Full stop.

Martin Down, Witney

Risking their lives for the environment

The Door reports (March 2016 edition) that St George 
the Martyr in Newbury is “to become one of the first 

carbon neutral churches in the UK.”  Natural non-
polluting energy sources are to be especially welcome as 
no international policy requires western corporations 
to cease using the land, oceans and the atmosphere for 
industry’s waste disposal, as currently occurs daily. 
   St George the Martyr is to be congratulated for the 
seven years of managing this visionary project which 
uses natural underground hot water as an energy 
source, 129 Solar panels, and many modern energy 
efficient features.  But the Christian Church must 
speak loudly for the native peoples of the Americas, 
who risk their lives protecting the Forest from western 
companies.   
   Berta Caceres, the Honduran environmentalist, who 
won the Goldman Environmental Award in 2015, 
for organising the resistance to an environmentally 
damaging Dam project, was murdered on the 4th March 
2016.  The native people are natural environmentalists, 
but this brings them into conflict with profit driven 
corporations.There are native villages composed of 
widows; western-armed assassins have killed all the 
Rain Forest protecting husbands.  Now, sadly, even 
the women are being murdered for protecting the 
environment.  
   The Church needs to be a voice for those who are 
risking their lives in defence of the environment.  

Chaka Artwell, St Mary’s Barton, Oxford. 

...continued from page 16. 
   “I do what I can to help but it must be frustrating for 
people because my works takes me away for extended 
periods of time.
   “It’s a privilege to travel so much. Last year I spent a 
lot of time in Ethiopia, in Gondar, ancient capital of the 
kingdom of Abyssinia and home to the ancient rock-hewn 
churches of Lalibela . The churches are actually cut from 
the living rock. I would have never seen those places if it 
wasn’t for my job. I’m very grateful for the opportunity 
to experience new cultures, meet the people who will 
benefit from the new medicine and to understand the 
difficulties people face in these countries.”
   Of course Gavin misses his friends and family in 
Singapore and when we met he had recently returned 
from a trip home to celebrate the Chinese New Year. That 
is a state holiday and a time for family celebrations that 

nearly always coincides with Ash Wednesday. 
   “I also miss the food. Singapore is Asia’s meeting point 
and there are Indian curries, Malay food and Chinese 
food from different provinces in the South of China 
that you would not find in the UK,” says Gavin, whose 
favourite dish is laksa lemak, a noodle dish in a curry and 
coconut sauce. 

God in the life of…

For more on the work Gavin and 
his team carry out at GSK see 
www.gsk.com/en-gb/research/
open-innovation/diseases-of-the-

developing-world/

Competition Winners
The winners of our book competition in the 
March  issue of the Door are: Sam Partington from 
Kennington; Mrs Pennock from Maidenhead and 
Betty Course from Newport Pagnell . 
 
They have all won a copy of Outdoor Church by 
Sally Welch.

A Honduran landscape. Photo: Shutterstock. 



16 God in the life of…
Dr Gavin Koh tells Jo Duckles 
about his life from growing 
up in Singapore to his work 
finding treatments for diseases 
that affect some of the poorest 
people on the planet.

Gavin and I enjoy a coffee in All 
Bar One in Windsor, where he 
lives because the Berkshire town 
is just 20 minutes away from 

Heathrow Airport and his work regularly 
takes him all over the world. The tropical 
diseases specialist was born in Singapore 
and, while his parents weren’t Christian, 
his grandmother converted from 
Buddhism to Roman Catholicism. “She was 
very active in the church and visited the 
elderly. She taught me the Bible and how 
to sing hymns.”
   Gavin was a pupil at St Andrew’s Mission 
School, in Singapore, where his mother 
was a teacher.  “The education was very 
Anglican. If I’d gone to a Roman Catholic 
school maybe I would have been Roman 
Catholic. I had an uncle who was Roman 
Catholic and my other grandmother was 
Anglican.”
   While his grandfather was a medic, Gavin 
did not initially feel drawn to medicine, 
dropping A level biology in favour of 
physics and pure maths, and expecting to 
become a computer programmer. 

“If you believe in God’s 
calling then this was it...”

   “I admire the beauty of the abstract. 
With maths I didn’t have to learn anything 
more than the first principles. With 
biology I had to memorise pages and 
pages of facts. There are two ways I would 
describe vocation. You might have known 
from the age of five you were going to be a 
medical doctor and used a toy stethoscope 
to listen to your teddy’s heart. Another is 
that you try a number of doors, and only 
one opens,” says Gavin.
   With four As at A level, Gavin was told he 
could do anything and was disappointed 

when he was not accepted into the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology or 
Stanford. So he decided his path was to be 
medicine after all.  “So through obedience 
and gritted teeth I went to Cambridge. If 
you believe in God’s calling then this was 
it. I arrived and sat through the first few 
lectures and thought I’d come home. It was 
so against the way my mind works and yet 
it felt like it was the right thing to do.”
    Specialising in infectious diseases and 
tropical medicine, Gavin worked in the 
NHS for seven years before returning to 
Cambridge for a PhD. His research was 
around melioidosis, a disease found in the 
soil and surface water in Singapore.
   “The main reason people haven’t heard 
about it is because it affects people who 
have spent a lot of time in the soil. Rice 
farmers are not the richest people in 
the world and I learnt that unless a rich 

westerner dies of a disease, no one cares.    
   “It is something that plays out again and 
again and again,” he says. “America was 
last interested during the Vietnam War, 
but once the war was over everyone forgot 
about it,” says Gavin.
   In 2013 Gavin became the Director of 
Clinical Development for Diseases of the 
Developing World at the global healthcare 
company GlaxoSmithKline (GSK). Gavin 
explained that GSK is a big, established 
company with a product range big enough 
to fill any Boots store. 
   “I wanted to do something with a 
concrete impact,” says Gavin. “The 
fact remains that drug discoveries 
and new treatments only come from 
drug companies. No university has the 
manufacturing power or regulatory 
contacts or even the finance to develop a 
drug,” says Gavin, whose work includes 

research into Malaria. The majority of 
funding for the work he does comes from 
GSK, but agencies including the Gates 
Foundation and the UK Government’s 
Department for International 
Development (DFID) make important 
contributions.
   “I don’t have direct contact with patients 
anymore and whatever job you do, there 
are always going to be frustrations, but you 
have to have a reason to wake up in the 
morning.  I am pleased to say that the job 
I do gives me that even on the worst days. 
I know it will produce a new medicine for 
people who actually need it.
   “The unit is never going to make a lot 
of money we do it because the World 
Health Organisation, one of our external 
partners, tells us that the medicines we 
are developing are the medicines the world 
needs.”

“...the medicines we 
are developing are the 
medicines the world 
needs.”

   Gavin says that undoubtedly his 
Christian faith influences his work. 
“There is the inner spiritual life, but the 
Church more than any other organisation 
exists for the benefit of non-believers. It’s 
about knowing that the reason God put 
you on this earth is not to serve yourself 
or your own inner wants, needs, desires 
or pleasures but that your purpose in 
life has to be so much broader than just 
what you can see. The example of Christ 
is to do the right thing and to do good 
without counting the cost. I am a little 
uncomfortable saying that though, as I 
really don’t feel I’ve made huge sacrifices 
for my career.”
   Worshipping at Clewer St Stephen’s, 
Gavin tries to be as active in church as 
possible. “The tradition is high Anglo 
Catholic and I sang the Psalm on Sunday, 
and I’m also an altar server. 
Continued on page 15... 
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www.oxford.anglican.org
Pull this section out.  Keep it handy for your own 
prayers and involvement in the Diocese.

Where were you?
Where were you when Jesus 
rose from the dead? The Rt 
Revd Colin Fletcher writes an 
Easter reflection. 

Of course that’s not a question 
any of us can answer at first-
hand but I imagine that it 
was often reflected on in the 

early days of the Church. Whether it was 
in a garden by a tomb, or on the road to 
Emmaus, or in the Upper Room, those 
first disciples remembered very clearly 
the event that had changed their lives. For 
them it was not just a detached historical 
event, it was far more personal than that. 
Their grief was turned to joy, and fresh 
hope was restored.
   Thinking back over my life there have 
been a number of events that stick fast in 
my memory and in those of many of us 
who were alive at the time. I remember 
coming home from school and seeing on 
the news that President Kennedy had 
been shot – only to be followed shortly 
afterwards by the announcement that 
‘President Kennedy is dead.’

“I can remember exactly 
where I was when 
England won the World 
Cup...”

   Later, in the 1960s, I can remember 
exactly where I was when England won the 
World Cup, and watching in awe as man 
took his first steps on the moon. Or again, 
when I was working with the Archbishop 
in 1997 and the first news of Diana’s death 
came through. It seemed unbelievable at 
the time but its reality was underlined 
time and again in the hectic few days that 
followed. No doubt you can add others to 
your list and 9/11 would probably head 
them all.
   All of which may seem a long way from 
the wonderful picture of red kites that 
head this article. For me the link goes back 
to the Prague Spring of 1968. Not unlike 
some of the events in North America and 
the Middle East a few years ago, that year 
had begun with great optimism. Alexander 
Dubcek had given the people of what 
was then Czechoslovakia real hope with 
his reforms and the new freedoms they 
promised. And then it all went wrong. The 
Russian tanks rolled in on 21 August 1968 
and hopes of change were wiped out for 
the best part of a generation.
   That year we were on holiday in the 
Welsh Borders and, in those days, that 
was just about the only part of the British 
Isles where there were still any Red Kites 
around. They might have been common in 

Shakespeare’s Day but, by the 1960s, they 
were not far short of being wiped out as far 
as this country was concerned. Two things 
stick in my memory from that holiday. The 
first was that I never did get to see a Red 
Kite; the second were the terrible events in 
Prague that August.

“...their freedoms link 
into the joyful hope of 
Resurrection.

   Following that I did see some Kites on a 
trip to Menorca but a real surprise came in 

the mid-1990s when we were driving from 
London to Wales, and coming through the 
chalk cliffs of the M40 by Stokenchurch, 
there were a pair happily soaring to and 
fro over the Chilterns. Fortunately I kept 
the car on the road and, had I known about 
the reintroduction programme perhaps 
I would not have been so surprised – but 
there they were and, since then, of course 
their breeding success has made them 
a common sight as I drive around the 
Dorchester area and beyond.
   But even if they have become a common 
bird of prey locally I never cease to be 
entranced by them. They play with the 

wind. They soar, they sweep, they wheel 
and, with just a flick of their tail feathers 
they change direction in a moment.
   And for me their freedoms link into 
the joyful hope of Resurrection. For 
Resurrection is not just a continuing on of 
what we have already known. As for Jesus 
it is the start of a whole new experience 
of life. It is to be more alive than ever. So, 
when you see a Red Kite (or a buzzard 
come to that) soaring over the Thames 
Valley, think of it as I do as a pointer to all 
the good things that are to come.
The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher is the Acting 
Bishop of Oxford. 

April 2016

Photo: Shutterstock



Advertising April prayer diary
The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.
Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford.

 
‘The gifts he gave were that some would 
be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 
to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ.’ Ephesians 4:11-12 

Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 
 
FRIDAY 1 Deanery of Cowley: 
Tim Stead, Andy Gosler, Trevor 
Jones, Roger Burne and Ross 
Martin. For our work together 
around our five common concerns 
for our local communities: poverty, 
schools ministry, the environment, 
loneliness, and migration/interfaith 
issues. For our four new incumbents 
as they settle into their roles in the 
deanery.

SATURDAY 2 Blackbird Leys: 
Heather Carter and Adam Stevenson. 
For the new Communit-Tea café being 
opened by the church. For funding 
and staff, as we look towards planning 
a new parish centre.

MONDAY 4 The Annunciation 
Cowley: Geoff Bayliss, Skye Denno 
and Richard Chand. For guidance as 
we develop the next steps of a vision 
for the future. For our work reaching 
out to the local community. The Lady 
Day Service of the Oxford Diocese’s 
Mothers’ Union. St Christopher’s 
Academy, St Francis’ School, St 
James’ School.

TUESDAY 5 St John’s, Cowley: 
Philip Ritchie, Janet Proudman 
and Petronella Spivey. For more 
community use of the newly 
refurbished Richard Benson Hall. 
For support for a project by church 
members to start a ‘Dementia Lunch’ 
and a drop-in afternoon tea for people 
living with mental health issues. Saint 
Mary and Saint John School.

WEDNESDAY 6 Headington 
Quarry: Tim Stead, James 
Stickings, Joan Walding, Peter 
Boulton-Lea, Deidre Twycross and 
Jon Bowden. For our continuing 
efforts to get permission to extend 
the church building to provide 
facilities for children, disabled 

access, and hospitality. For our on-
going monthly outreach event 
 on the Wood Farm estate.

THURSDAY 7 St Andrew’s, 
Headington: Darren McFarland. For 
‘Little Fishes’, our new group for pre-
school children and carers. For ‘Tea 
on Monday’, the initiative to support 
the isolated in our community. St 
Andrew’s School. 

FRIDAY 8 St Mary’s, Headington: 
John Chesworth. For the ministry 
of the Revd Eric Bossworth and his 
wife Lynn as Eric prepares for his 
installation and licensing as the 
new vicar of St Mary’s (Tuesday 26 
April). For all those involved with 
the Barton Park development, for 
those moving into the area and for 
the opportunities this development 
brings to the parish.

SATURDAY 9 Highfield: James 
Cocke, James Larminie and Eve 
Vause. For the annual church 
meetings. For the Evensong on 8 May  
marking Revd Cocke’s 90th birthday. 

MONDAY 11 Iffley: Andrew 
McKearney, Bill Beaver, Sarah 
Northall and Sarah McKearney. 
For our curate, Sarah Northall, 
as she leaves to take up her new 
appointment in the Diocese of 
Worcester. For the parish as it adjusts 
to the reduction in numbers of full-
time paid staff from two to one.

TUESDAY 12 Littlemore: Margreet 
Armitstead, Teresa Morgan and 
Thomas Albinson. For inspiration 
and enthusiasm for our parish away 
morning on 16 April. For our vision 
to be fired up in the congregation 
and wider community. John Henry 
Newman Primary School, The Oxford 
Academy.

WEDNESDAY 13 Marston and 
Elsfield: Tony Price, Alison Price, 
Robert Glenny, David Cranston and 
David Blair. For our APCMs in April, 
and for new or continuing wardens 

and PCCs. For preparations for the 
Vicar’s retirement in July/August, 
and for those who will be managing 
the vacancy to follow.

THURSDAY 14 New Marston: 
Elaine Bardwell and Alison Salvesen. 
For the guidance of the Holy Spirit in 
our mission and outreach planning. 
For all those involved in appointing 
the new Head at St Michael’s School. 

FRIDAY 15 St Clement’s, Oxford: 
Rachel Gibson, Clint McVea, Theresa 
Gray and Ken Howson. For our 
church family, as we work on our 
Mission Action Plan. For the work of 
CAP Oxford Churches’ Debt Centre 
(run in partnership by six Oxford 
churches, including St Clement’s).

SATURDAY 16 Sandford on 
Thames: Robert Morgan. For the new 
Community Hub in the Village Hall, 
and for the success of the new Food 
Surplus Café.

MONDAY 18 Milton Keynes 
Deanery: Tim Norwood, David 
Thorn, Janet Nelsey, Chris Collinge 
and Linda Kirk. For new housing 
areas for nearly 50,000 people 
planned for the coming years. For 
preparations for the 50th anniversary 
of the city in 2017.

TUESDAY 19 Milton Keynes 
Mission Partnership: John 
Robertson.  For the Vision Milton 
Keynes: A City Alive to God to catch fire 
across the city. For growing positive 
relationships amongst church leaders 
to make the Vision possible. Bishop 
Bill Down confirming at Magdalen 
College School.

WEDNESDAY 20 Milton Keynes 
Christian Foundation: Stephen 
Norrish and Paul Oxley. For young 
people facing homelessness. For 
children in Milton Keynes living 
below the poverty line.

THURSDAY 21 Bletchley: David 
McDougall, Catherine Butt, Peggy 
Faithfull, Andrew Walmsley, Robin 

SUNDAYS:   8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room);  
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS:   7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion;  
1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion;  
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

                Tel: 01865 276155        www.chch.ox.ac.uk

Services at Christ Church Cathedral

Travel Insurance

UK
BASED

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

 

 

Arranged for The Door readers

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~
0116 272 0500

Authorised & regulated by the FCA

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 

most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.

Real and friendly people... not machines!

LONG STAY AND CRUISE COVER AVAILABLE
Call now for our special offers

Annual multi-trip cover (max. age 85)
Single trip cover (NO max. age)
for UK, Europe and worldwide holidays

Single trip cover for all departures up to 31/12/17

Full details and brochure:
Brian Chambers

ALGARVE

bripat@brialdon.freeserve.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.uk

Tel: 02380 265 683

Luxury 3 bed villa (all ensuite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro.
Own pool, all mod cons 

Situated on Pestana Golf Resort. 
Golf, Tennis, Free Wifi. 
Also on Trip Advisor

SHERBORNE
Short breaks in Dorset
Elegant, spacious, 2 bed,

apartment in listed building
close to Abbey Church.

Open all year.
Please ring for brochure:

01404 841367

Blessed is the man who walks 
not in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
but his delight is in the law of the 
Lord, and on his law he meditates 
day and night. He is like a tree 
planted by streams of water that 
yields its fruit in its season, and 
its leaf does not wither. In all that 
he does, he prospers. The wicked 
are not so, but are like chaff that 
the wind drives away. Therefore 
the wicked will not stand in the 
judgment, nor sinners in the 
congregation of the righteous; 
for the Lord knows the way of 
the righteous, but the way of the 
wicked will perish.

Psalm 1 (ESV)

Photo: www.sxc.hu
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The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.

Rowles, Alan Bird, Philip Bates and 
Peter Cutler. For the appointment of 
a Pioneer Minister for Newton Leys 
– for a new estate which is part of 
St Mary’s, Bletchley Parish. For the 
appointment of a Community Worker 
to the staff team at St Mary’s. Cold 
Harbour School.

FRIDAY 22 Christ the 
Cornerstone, Milton Keynes: 
Ernesto Lozada-Uzuriaga, Tim 
Norwood, Brenda Mosedale and 
Marian Ballance. For the mission of 
the church in the city centre of Milton 
Keynes and beyond. For our new 
Chair of the Council, ministers and 
volunteers.

SATURDAY 23 St George’s Day 
Fenny Stratford: Victor Bullock, Ian 
Thomas and John Hibbard. That we 
grow in faith and love and continue 
to be prompted and encouraged by 
the Holy Spirit to engage fully in the 
task of evangelisation in the context 
of our parish. That we may continue 
to identify leaders at all levels of our 
parish family who will be catalysts 
for growth and springboards for new 
mission initiatives.

MONDAY 25 Stantonbury and 
Willen (Team Ministry): Paul 
Smith, Andy Jowitt, Mike Morris, 
Barry Fleming, Mindy Bell, Lavina 
Porter, Chris Howden, Ruth Walker-
Singh, Margaret Prisk and Margaret 
Moakes. For the development of our 
Vision through a vision-building 
process. For the appointment of 
a House for Duty colleague at St 
Andrew’s, Great Linford. St Andrew’s 
School.

TUESDAY 26 Stony Stratford 
with Calverton: Ross Northing, Ben 
Drury, Janet Northing and Graham 
Sanders. For the whole parish 
including the new Housing Expansion 
Area – 6600 new homes over the 
next 10-12 years: the largest single 
residential development in the UK. 
For the development of the spiritual 
life and lay ministries. Saint Mary and 
Saint Giles School. 

WEDNESDAY 27 Walton, Milton 
Keynes: Matt Trendall and Louise 
Webber. We are advertising for a 
trainee youth worker to join us in 
September 2016 – pray for God’s 
provision for the right person to 
come and join us. In view of exciting 

developments with schools work 
across the parish, pray for God 
to keep doors open for us and for 
the work to grow and bear fruit. 
Wavendon School.

THURSDAY 28 Water Eaton: Liz 
Breuilly, Wendy Carey and Chris 
Bell. For the lay members sustaining 
this Local Shared Ministry church.  
For the proposed Eaton Leys 
development and its impact on us.

FRIDAY 29 Watling Valley, Milton 
Keynes: Tim Hadden, Mike Morris, 
Nick Adlem, Stephen Mosedale, 
Derek Martin and Phyllis Bunnett. 
For Sharon Grenham-Thompson as 
she begins her ministry amongst us. 
For all who are elected to serve as 
officers across our Partnership. Christ 
the Sower School. 

SATURDAY 30 Wolverton: Gill 
Barrow-Jones. For all those who have 

found a refuge and a safe home in 
our parishes this year through the 
Winter Night Shelter, Food Bank 
and Community Breakfast. We pray 
that they might find a safe home 
in Christ’s love also. For the large 
numbers who will come into our 
churches to be married, or to bring 
their children for baptism this year. 
For the new beginnings in their lives, 
and for God’s blessing to be upon 
them.

 

The Revd Kevin Beer will take up post 
as Team Vicar in the Wallingford Team 
Ministry; The Revd Michael Hunt 
will take up post as Associate Minister 
in Princes Risborough; The Revd Eric 
Bossward will take up post as Vicar of St 
Mary’s, Headington; The Revd Benjamin 
Drury will take up post as Assistant Curate 
in Training at South with New Hinksey; The 
Revd Dale Gingrich will take up post as 
Vicar at Bloxham with Milcombe and South 
Newington, Deddington; The Revd Wendy 
Bull will take up post as Associate Minister 

in the Wycombe Team Ministry; The Revd 
Richard Lightbown will take up post as 
Rector of Winslow with Great Horwood and 
Addington; The Revd David Ramsbottom 
will take up post as Associate Minister at St 
John’s, Crowthorne; The Revd Dr Keith 
Beech-Gruneberg will be leaving his post 
as Director of Local Ministry Training and 
taking up post as IME Pathways Adviser in 
the Ministry Division, London.
We recall with sadness the death of Mary 
Witton-Davies, widow of Carl Witton-
Davies (Archdeacon of Oxford 1957 to 
1982).

Coming and Goings

Prayer for the Bishop of Oxford vacancy
Gracious Lord and shepherd of your pilgrim 
Church, 
We bless you and praise you that you have gathered 
us,  
from across this Diocese,  
to be one flock, within one fold.

By your Spirit,  
Give us wisdom, courage and faith 
as we seek a faithful pastor who will 
sustain us on the journey, 
feed us with word and sacrament 
and nurture our ‘Living Faith’, 
inspiring us to follow you ever more closely.

This we ask in the name of Jesus, 
our loving, faithful shepherd 
who is the beginning  
and the end of all that we are  
and seek and do.    

Amen.  

Our Bishops on Sundays 
 
SUNDAY 3 Low Sunday.  Bishop Alan confirming at 
Buckingham. 
 
SUNDAY 10 Bishop Colin confirming at Wallingford; 
Bishop Alan confirming at All Saints, Marlow. 
 

 
SUNDAY 17 Vocations Sunday. Bishop Colin 
confirming at Banbury and Chinnor; Bishop Alan 
confirming at Burnham and Slough.

SUNDAY 24 Bishop Colin confirming at Cogges; 
the Bishop of Maidstone confirming at St Mary’s, 
Maidenhead. 
 

Vocations Sunday 17 April -  
See www.vocationsunday.org

The Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of Noble Poverty

‘England’s Oldest Almshouse’

Vacancies for Brothers
The Hospital, founded in 1132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (‘Brothers’) and 
applications are welcomed. 
A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 

Further information and an
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk
Registered Charity No.202751

retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk
www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk

Registered Charity in England and Wales No.240675

Saint  Columba’s House 
Retreat and  

Conference Centre
01483 766498 

Maybury HIll, Woking   GU22 8AB 
retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk

www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 
Registered charity in England and Wales No 240675

Maidenhead
01628 783 738

Slough
01753 520 081

Windsor
01753 865 982

funeralpartners.co.uk

E Sargeant & Son
Funeral Directors

A life well 
remembered  
lives on.

A funeral is a time  
to say goodbye and to 
remember the life of  
a person you love. It’s 
our privilege to be at 
your side.

You can talk to us  any 
time, day or night or  
for further information 
visit us at 

www.esargeant.co.uk
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Who are you?
Need to know where you are from?

Are you too busy to find out?
Let me do it for you

Enquiries: 07917 163342
sophia@pond85.orangehome.co.uk

www.sophiasfamilytrees.co.uk
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Courses and Special Events

Courses, training, conferences and workshops in April

thedoorpost

Learning for Discipleship and Ministry Courses: 
Find out about Making Good Preaching Better; 
Healing Ministry; Funeral Ministry; Taking Home 
Communion; Christian Discipleship and more. 
Courses begin in April. See www.oxford.anglican.org/
our-faith/lifelong-learning or phone 01865 208257 
for more details. 

The Ammerdown Centre Courses: A variety of 
courses are taking place at this centre near Bath 
during April including: Just Passing Through; 
Learning to be at Home - A Retreat with a Difference; 
Guided Quiet Days; Hand Embroidery Workshop; A 
spirituality of enough; Nature and Spirituality Retreat; 
Visioning - Dare to Dream. See www.ammerdown.org/
courses for details. 
 
Clergy Safeguarding Training Day:  Wednesday 6 

April from 9am to 1pm at Milton Keynes. See http://
alturl.com/fgsfe for details and booking information. 

SSM (Self-Supporting Ministers) Safeguarding 
Training Evening:  Monday 11 April in Gerrards 
Cross from 7pm to 9.30pm. See http://alturl.com/
qaadr for details and booking information. 
 
Supporting You, Serving Schools: The CMD 
(Continuing Ministerial Development) programme 
is running day courses to help develop effective 
relationships between church and school. Speakers: 
Fiona Craig (Department of Education) and Charles 
Chadwick (Department of Mission). Dates: 14 April at 
St Peter’s, Earley (Berkshire); 12 July in Dorchester/
Oxford and 5 October in Buckinghamshire. Time: 
10am to 4pm. Cost £10 per person (including lunch). 
Email sheila.townsend@oxford.anglican.org or phone 
01865 208277 for details of venues and booking form.

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  hung on church  
noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House Oxford, 
Langford Locks, Kidlington, Oxford OX5 1GF.  The deadline for the next issue is Friday 1 April 2016.

MONDAY 4 APRIL
Gerrards Cross: The Mothers’ 
Union Lady Day service will be 
held at St James’ Church SL9 7DJ 
at 11am. The service will be taken 
by the Bishop of Reading, who 
will commission the new Diocesan 
President, Alison Bennett, as well 
as the new Trustees. There will be 
a bring and share lunch.  See www.
muoxford.org.uk/ for details. 
 
TUESDAY 5 APRIL
Prestwood:  Holy Trinity Church 
HP16 0HJ at 8pm. Hermitage 
Ensemble - Russian choral music 
concert. Traditional Russian 
Orthodox hymns as well as folk 
songs in the Red Army choir style. 
Tickets £10 from www.htprestwood.
org.uk/concerts or 01494 863805 or 
on the door. 

SATURDAY 9 APRIL
Saunderton:  The Clare Centre are 
holding an Ellel Ministries teaching 
day ‘Bringing the Healing Ministry 
of Jesus into the local church’. Cost 
£28 (includes lunch). Email: roy.be@
phonecoop.coop for details.

SATURDAY 16 APRIL
Oxford: Open morning at the 
Institute of Group Analysis (UK) 
and Oxford Gruop Analysis from 
10.15am to 1pm. Venue: Oxford 
Complex Needs Unit, Manzil Way, 
Cowley Road OX4 1XE. Come and 
find out more about training in 
Group Analysis. The event is free 
but early booking is advised. See 
www.groupanalysis.org or phone 
020 7431 2693 for details. 

 
Witney: Voicebox Choir will hold 
a concert in aid of the IGA (a 
charity for people with glaucoma) 
at St Mary’s Church at 7.30pm. An 
exciting new programme with a 
selection of pieces from West Side 
Story, plus sacred and secular works 
prior to their tour to Bruges. Tickets 
£10 (£6 concessions) available 
on the door or from Greenway 
Antiques or phone 01993 778813.

WEDNESDAY 20 APRIL
Oxford: The Oxford Council of 
Christians and Jews meeting. ‘A 
Step Forward - The origin and 
impact of the Friendship Walk on 
faith and community cohesion’ by 
Revd Charlotte Bannister-Parker 
at The Old Library, The University 
Church of St Mary OX1 4BJ at 
7.30pm. All welcome. See www.ccj.
org.uk for details.

 
SATURDAY 23 APRIL
Oxford:  Christian Aid’s I Witness: 
Haiti exhibition at Christ Church 
Cathedral from today until 22 
May. The exhibition shares stories 
of hope and resilience from the 
re-building of communities in 
Haiti since the 2010 earthquake. It 
features colourful artwork by young 
artists who have taken part in art 
therapy courses in Port-au-Prince. 
On Saturday 7 May, Alison Knight 
will talk about Christian Aid’s work 
in Haiti after Evensong at 6pm. See 
www.chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral or 
phone 01865 276155 for details.
 
SATURDAY 30 APRIL
Witney: The 5th Round Table Beer 
Festival will take place at St Mary’s 
Church from midday til 10pm.  

Photo: Christian Aid  - I Witness: Haiti Exhibition (see listing below).

e-mail sales@genesiscars.org.uk  
or visit us online at genesiscars.org.uk

Our team is ready to help you...

Call 0800 230 0238

GenesisCars
Creating the ultimate car buying experience

.org.uk

The 100% bespoke car 
buying service for the 
Christian community.

Just tell us what you are looking for, an idea of your 
budget, then sit back, relax and let us do the rest

£7995
ONLY

2013 / 13 Reg
Vauxhall Insignia 
2.0 CDTi Exclusive 
Nav Estate 6Speed 
White 69k miles £6995

ONLY
2011 / 11 Reg
Vauxhall Astra 
2.0 CDTi SRi 5Dr 
Silver 62k miles

£4995
ONLY

2009 / 59 Reg
Peugeot 207 CC 1.6 
VTi Sport Automatic 
Red 23k miles£5495

ONLY
2011 / 11 Reg
Ford Focus 1.6 
TDCi Zetec 5Dr 
Blue 69k miles

Our Journey with Us programme is 
an opportunity to experience the 
life and mission of the church in 
another culture.

We arrange short-term placements, 
of up to one year, for self-funding 
volunteers aged 18 to 80.

Contact
Habib Nader on 020 7921 2215
habibn@weareUs.org.uk
www.weareUs.org.uk/journey

Us. The new 
name for USPG

Registered charity 
number 234518

Have a life-changing experience with Us.

For the Lord your God is a 
merciful God. He will not 
leave you or destroy you 

or forget the covenant 
with your fathers that he 

swore to them.

De 4:31


